Connections
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Connecting Faith With Life!

CALENDAR of EVENTS

Find a coin in your pocket or purse. Examine it.
Look at both sides of the coin.

SAT., OCTOBER 17

Although the faces on our coins today are different, the question asked of Jesus still rings true. Do
we, as disciples of Jesus, need to pay taxes? If so,
are all taxes justified? Why not withhold taxes
and give the same amount to the church? Is it OK
to fudge on tax returns and give the government
less than the law requires?

AND

SUN., OCTOBER 18

The YouTube video of our service for the
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
will post Monday or Tuesday.
10:00 am
Drive-in Worship Service
with Communion

MON., OCTOBER 19

8:30 am

Morning
Prayer
Group
in the Augsburg Room

FRI., OCTOBER 23

8:30 am

ReLit
Discussion of
Song of Solomon
via Zoom

Jesus challenges us to view our government with God’s eye. As disciples of Jesus,
we try to be good, honest citizens who uphold laws, respecting the rights of others
and working for justice for all. If taxes are not fair and balanced for all the citizens,
then we, as Christians, work for change. It’s not an issue of wheeling and dealing for
“my” money and “my” investments. It’s all God’s anyway.

SAT., OCTOBER 24
AND

SUN., OCTOBER 25
REFORMATION

Jesus doesn’t give an easy answer. It’s not a clear “yes” or “no”. In no way does Jesus
say all taxes are right. Nor does Jesus say taxes are wrong. Likewise, Jesus does not
affirm or condemn government. Instead, in a simple formula, Jesus reminds the interrogators, and us as well, to give to God what is God’s – which is everything. This
places any government as secondary to God’s rule. Our primary allegiance is to God.

The YouTube video of our service for
Reformation will post
Saturday late afternoon or early evening.
10:00 am

The dilemma of the modern-day disciples is to not get caught in the consumer cycle,
forgetting Jesus in the process. It’s all God’s. Always has been. Always will be. We
seek to be good stewards of our financial resources, generously giving for the work
of God’s reign. At the same time, we support our government as it works for peace
and justice for all, but raise questions when it does not.

CONGREGATIONAL
Prayer
MEETING
via Zoom

Giving God, create in us generous hearts, ones overflowing with gratitude to you.
Amen.

Office hours will vary during the pandemic.
Gayla is generally in on
Tuesday & Friday mornings, but please call ahead.
Email is being checked offsite or
you can reach Gayla at 217-369-9774.

Specialist Sean Splittstoesser,

grandson of Ruby & Dan Splittstoesser

LCpl Nathan Brozak
& 3rd Battalion India Company,
son of Beth Koplinski

Rita, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
Carmen, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
Sharon, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
John Light, father of Cheryl Light-Shriner
Pastor Tom Hillertz
Zewdi Habtes, mother of Aziza Awate
Connie, friend of Chris Bedford
Sandy, friend of Jill & Dann Daly
Debbie Siegler & family,
friends of Peg & John Warriner

Fred Gould,

brother-in-law of Gary & June Volkening

PRAYER
REQUESTS

Welcome!

Janet Bedford,

mother-in-law of Chris Bedford

Chris & family, friends of Chris Bedford
****************

Linda Trenz, friend of Liz Schwartz
****************

St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a fellowship
of Christian believers called to:
grow in Christ,
share the Gospel,
serve God’s people.

Do worship again with St. Matthew Lutheran Church
where you are always welcome.

Worship with Us

John Gantz
Isabella Gonzalez
Danielle Deck
Gerald & Judi Smith
Garris Graham
Don Saupe
Brad Hedrick
Rick Riddle
Tom Galyen
Dorothy Graham
Margo Richardson Randy Alumbaugh
Carolyn Kelly
Dede Kern Brown
Chris Bedford
Shirley Shaw
****************

Remember our shut-ins:
Elaine Ebeling

In loving memory of ˜
Carl Wienke,

brother of Elaine Ebeling
& Dorothy Buhr

Please include his family & friends
in your special thoughts & prayers.

May God welcome him
into the kingdom of heaven.
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All in-person services, meetings and gatherings are suspended until further notice.
There are videos of our services posted to YouTube weekly for you to pray with at home.

A Word from Stephen Ministry

While God can use us as individuals to minister to others, we can do much more when we work together.
Stephen Ministry is one of those get-it-done-together ministries. Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders work
together to provide care, and through their ministry, God accomplishes wonderful things! Is God calling you
to get together with this community of caregivers? Are you looking for comfort and support while you go
through a difficult time? If you would like to speak with a Stephen Minister or for more information, please
do not hesitate to contact Gayla at the church office at (217) 369-9774 or Sarah Jackson at (217) 402-3919.
May the Body of Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in His Grace.

Connections Deadline: Submit announcements in writing to the church office or by e-mail to
gayla.stm@stmatthewurbana.org no later than 9:00 a.m. Wednesday. Thank you!

Join us!

This Sunday, October 18, 2020 @ 10:00am
for our second In-person drive-in
Communion Service @
St. Matthew Lutheran Church Urbana.
All are Welcome!

PLEASE PLAN TO LINK-IN TO THE

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH
VIA ZOOM AT 10AM

FURTHER DETAILS ON ACCESS WILL BE
SHARED ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23RD.

INFORMATION PACKETS WILL BE
EMAILED FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16TH

Your input and attendance are important to St. Matthew!
RELIT THIS WEEK!

Religion and Literature, St. Matthew’s reading group, began its 10th season in September with a novel by
Zora Neale Hurston, a young Black woman whose novels, poetry, and autobiographical writings established
her as the first woman of color to gain public acclaim nearly one hundred years ago.
ReLit’s October book is by Toni Morrison, a contemporary Black woman. Song of Solomon, Morrison’s
third novel, was written more than twenty years ago. Song of Solomon imparts a sense of being immediately
relevant to our time. “In part, Song is a wakeup call for young black males struggling to survive in white
America. Given Morrison’s insistence that a strong family and community are the means to Black survival,
we can surmise that the novel’s abbreviated title – SOS – is no accident.”
SOS pulls together elements from African Yoruba folk tales and the Song of Solomon, the twenty-second book of the Old
Testament. It can be read as “a love song to young black men who are doomed to spiritual death and self-alienation unless
they read and understand their history.”
Join St. Matthew’s long-standing reading group on October 23 at 7 p.m. as we discuss this prize-winning novel. We won’t
be able to share coffee and dessert since we’ll be meeting virtually, but we’ll enjoy the company of St. Matthew friends and
guests via Zoom. Contact Nancy Schneider to be included in the Zoom invitation. You’ll be welcome.

LET YOUR AMAZON SHOPPING HELP LSSI

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois partners with AmazonSmile, a portal to shopping on
Amazon.com. When you choose LSSI as your preferred charity on AmazonSmile, a percentage of
all purchases made are automatically donated to LSSI. Same low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience
as Amazon.com. You can use AmazonSmile via computer or phone app. Sign up here: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/362584799

