Connections
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Connecting Faith With Life!

CALENDAR of EVENTS
SAT., FEBRUARY 20
AND

SUN., FEBRUARY 21

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
The YouTube video of our service will post
Saturday late afternoon or early evening.

MON., FEBRUARY 22

8:30am

Morning
Prayer Group
in the Augsburg Room

TUES., FEBRUARY 23
PRIMARY ELECTION DAY

WED., FEBRUARY 24

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES BEGINS
CREATED FOR COMMUNITY
WEEK 1
IN COMMUNITY WITH CREATION
The YouTube video of our service will post
Wednesday morning or early afternoon.

SAT., FEBRUARY 27
AND
SUN., FEBRUARY 28

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
The YouTube video of our service will post
Saturday late afternoon or early evening.
CONGREGATIONAL
10:00am

MEETING

VIA ZOOM

OFFICE HOURS
UPDATE!

The office is now open
Monday through Friday
from 8:30am till noon.
Email is being checked from offsite
in the afternoon or you can
reach Gayla at 217-369-9774.

The pastor gathered with the confirmation class for the weekly lesson. Someone read
the temptation text from the Gospel of Mark. The pastor slowly asked, “Do you understand what a temptation is?” The class quickly nodded their heads. The pastor
continued, “Are there temptations at your school?” The class nodded their heads vigorously.
The pastor asked one more question. “What are some of the temptations at your
school?” Immediately, the class became quiet. All eyes looked downward. There was
a stillness that clouded the room. Dare the temptations even be mentioned? Would
this discussion lead to confession of times when temptations had not been resisted?
The pastor could only imagine what temptations were so horrible to shut down the
group. What tempts twelve and thirteen-year-olds? Slowly and after some urging,
each began to talk about real issues facing a middle-school student on a daily basis
– drugs, mean-spiritedness, cheating, lying, cutting class, jealousy, clichés. There
were those who urged classmates to act like “big shots” by putting others down. Others tried to persuade their friends to stop studying and begin failing classes. What
did school really matter? Peer pressure was intense.
The pastor listened to their stories, realizing more temptations waited each person
in high school and throughout life. It was not too early to identify temptations and
discern the ways to deal with temptations, trusting in the Spirit’s guidance and protection.
A surprising feature of this week’s text is the Spirit’s role in driving Jesus to the
wilderness. It is the Spirit who sends Jesus to a time of temptation. Many times we
understand the Spirit as a comforter - not the one to stir us.
The story of the temptation of Jesus is typically read in congregations on the first
Sunday of Lent, a season lasting forty days. Hopefully, the forty days of Lent will
provide you with an opportunity for prayer and reflection. What draws you from
God? Lent is a time to change ways and face a new direction, aligning with Christ.
Prayer
Mighty Spirit, lead us to the wilderness, but do not let us go. Help us learn through
the times of testing to follow Christ. Amen.

Prayer Requests

Specialist Sean Splittstoesser,

grandson of Ruby & Dan Splittstoesser

LCpl Nathan Brozak
& 3rd Battalion India Company,

son of Beth Koplinski
Rita, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
Carmen, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
Sharon, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
John & Ginny Light, father & stepmother
of Cheryl Light-Shriner

Welcome!

Pastor Tom Hillertz

Zewdi Habtes, mother of Aziza Awate
Debbie Siegler & family,
friends of Peg & John Warriner

Sandy, friend of Jill & Dann Daly
Janet Bedford,

mother-in-law of Chris Bedford

Norma Ward, aunt of Susan Cole
Ava, friend of Peg Warriner
****************

Bob Alexander, nephew of Liz Schwartzr
****************

St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a fellowship
of Christian believers called to:
grow in Christ, share the Gospel, serve God’s people.
Do worship again with St. Matthew Lutheran Church
where you are always welcome.

Worship with Us

Markal, friend of Kathy Rhoads
Marsha McKinney, friend of Liz Schwartz
****************

John Gantz
Isabella Gonzalez
Danielle Deck
Gerald & Judi Smith
Garris Graham
Don Saupe
Brad & Sharon Hedrick Rick Riddle
Dorothy Graham
Tom Galyen
Margo Richardson
Carolyn Kelly
Dede Kern Brown
Shirley Shaw
Glendale Burge
Joyce Hayn
Judy Wilson
Bethany, Jonathan & son Larson
****************

Remember our shut-ins:
Elaine Ebeling
In loving memory of ˜
Alice Fletcher,

mother of Rod & Cherie Fletcher

Please include her family & friends
in your special thoughts & prayers.

May God welcome her
into the kingdom of heaven.

rve
e
Gro
w+Share+S

All in-person services, meetings and gatherings are suspended until further notice. St. Matthew members continues to meet on Zoom to continue to address worship, church business, social ministry, benevolence and
other responsibilities. There are videos of our services posted to YouTube weekly for you to pray with at home.

Questions and Answers about Stephen Ministry?

Why Lay Ministry?
Stephen Ministry is based on the idea that all Christians are ministers. The responsibility
for passing on God’s love is for all Christians, not just for a chosen few. God has given us
all gifts for ministry and called us to put those gifts to use. Stephen Ministry is a way people
with special gifts for caring ministry can use those gifts to bring Christ’s love to people in
need.
If you would like to speak with a Stephen Minister or for more information, please do not
hesitate to contact Pastor Paul at (217) 367-1189 or Sarah Jackson at (217) 402-3919.

Connections Deadline: Submit announcements in writing to the church office or by e-mail to
gayla.stm@stmatthewurbana.org no later than 9:00 a.m. Wednesday. Thank you!

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES BEGINS THIS WEEK!
CREATED FOR COMMUNITY
WEEK 1 – IN COMMUNITY WITH CREATION

In community with creation – Jesus calms a storm
The Sunday readings for Lent 1, year B highlight the destructive power of
the flood as well as the power of God’s promise represented there. In the
gospel reading Jesus is with the wold animals in the wilderness. While we
often think of community as limited to human beings, our human existence
is interdependent with all the created world. This theme is especially apparent in Mark 4:35-41, the account of the fishermen whose lives depend
on the sea but who become afraid of its power in the storm.

PLEASE PLAN TO LINK-IN TO THE

A YouTube video of these services will post on Wednesday mornings or early afternoon.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH
VIA ZOOM AT 10AM

FURTHER DETAILS ON ACCESS WILL BE
SHARED ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH.

MEETING PACKETS WILL BE EMAILED.

Your input and attendance are important to St. Matthew!

GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER VIGIL (VIRTUAL) – SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST TODAY!

As part of our Good Friday devotions, we are going to have a virtual prayer vigil. We are
inviting the members and friends of St. Matthew to take time during the day, between 7am
and 7pm, to be in prayer. Ideally, you would commit half and hour to this prayer time, but
any time is good. We are asking all our members and friends to submit prayer requests for
this vigil. You may ask for prayers for anyone at all, for any reason at all. You do not need
to give the person’s full name, but please do explain as best you can the reason prayer is
needed. You do not have to put your name on the request, either. Please send your prayer requests to Gayla (gayla.stm@stmatthewurbana.org), here at the church. These prayers will be compiled into a document,
which will be made available to the congregation for use at home, work, wherever you take time to pray, via email. Paper
copies can also be obtained at the church, if that is better for you.
Wishing you a blessed and holy Lent. Pastor Paul

ADULT BIBLE STUDY?

Are you interested in having Adult Bible Study with
Pastor Paul? If you are, please let him know of your
interest, and any topics you may want to study. Thanks.

HELP WITH MOVING

My wife and I would like to invite a few folks from our churches
to come and help us move boxes to our new house. We will need
people (some with decent size vehicles) to come and help move boxes from the storage units,
which are off Staley Road, to our new house, which is off Prospect Avenue, on February 28th,
from 1pm until about 2pm. Some heavy lifting may be required. Food and drink will be provided.
Please let Pastor Paul know if you can help. Thanks.

Virtual Easter Hymn Invitation
Customize Stanza 3 for Your Church

You are warmly invited to submit a recording by the February 26 deadline to be included in the Association of Lutheran
Church Musicians Virtual Easter Hymn, Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, arranged by Kevin Hildebrand. The hymn will be
made available March 25 for all churches to freely use with all copyright restrictions waived. Appropriate uses might include
April e-newsletters, Easter email messages, and virtual worship services. It will be similar to the Pentecost virtual hymn
and Christmas virtual carol many of you participated in. Note below special instructions to highlight your church members during stanza 3 of the virtual hymn.

• Please visit ALCM Virtual Easter Hymn and follow the instructions to submit your vocal and/or instrumental
video between now and Friday, February 26.

• Please invite your choirs and congregations to participate by submitting recordings.

• Know there are melody only parts for those who prefer singing melody from the pew. EVERYONE everywhere is invited to participate. Help us gather the whole people of God to join in this Virtual Easter Hymn during the pandemic.

• Check ALCM Virtual Easter Hymn for YouTube, MP4, and other links to the completed Easter hymn beginning March 25.

Customize Stanza 3 for Your Church

Stanza 3 of the ALCM Virtual Easter Hymn can be customized so only the videos you request are seen during stanza 3.
The audio you hear on stanza 3 will continue to be all the many hundreds of recordings submitted. Just the visual videos
seen will be customized for you. To request your customized version log into the ALCM Members Area. (Not already a
member? Become an ALCM member now.) Requesting the customized stanza 3 is FREE to all ALCM members. Membership is open to everyone. Once in the Members Area note the following on the left of the page:
What would you like to do?

New! Request a customized stanza 3 for the Easter virtual hymn!

You are welcome to use the following sample email to church members inviting them to participate:

Please join us in celebrating Easter by together singing the Easter hymn, Jesus Christ Is Risen Today! Our voices and videos
will be joined with hundreds of Lutherans from around the country. We will receive a special edition where only our church
members will be seen during stanza 3. (Don’t worry, all the hundreds of other voices will still be heard while we are seen.)
Visit https://alcm.org/easter-virtual-hymn/ for instructions to submit your recording by February 26. Choose Melody
– high voice or Melody – low voice for a congregation part or choose your preferred choir or instrumental part. Be sure to
email ____(Insert the ALCM member email address who will be making the request for the customized Stanza 3.)____ with
the recording file name you submit so your video will be included in our special edition.

