Connections
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Connecting Faith With Life!
CALENDAR
of EVENTS
SAT., MAY 8

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
The YouTube video of our service
will post late afternoon or early evening.
9-11:00am
Council Retreat
5:00pm
Worship in the Sanctuary
Reservations Required

Sola Gratia Farm
Spring Plant Sale
May 7-16•9a-5p
SUN., MAY 9

SIXTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER
MOTHER’S DAY
9:30am
Worship in the Sanctuary
Reservations Required
8:30 am

• Reservations, Masks and Social
Distancing are a must.

• Enter the building through the
main narthex entrance off the
parking lot. If you need to use the
handicap entrance on the Philo
Road side, please know that a
Greeter will let you in.

• On arrival at church, please check in with the Greeters at the tall table
outside the sanctuary. Walk-ins will not be permitted at this time.

• Go directly to the sanctuary and take a bulletin and your Communion
elements.

TUES., MAY 11

• Allow an usher to seat you beginning with the front pews.

Morning Prayer
Group in the
Augsburg Room

WED., MAY 12
Council Meeting

SAT., MAY 15

ASCENSION
OF OUR LORD
The YouTube video of our service
will post late afternoon or early evening.
5:00pm
Worship in the Sanctuary
Reservations Required

SUN., MAY 16

9:30am

These procedures will be updated as necessary.

MON., MAY 10

Reservations for our May 15 & 16
in-person services open by 10am.
5:45pm

IN-PERSON SERVICE PROCEDURES

ASCENSION
OF OUR LORD
Worship in the Sanctuary
Reservations Required

TUES., MAY 18

Reservations for our May 22 & 23
in-person services open at 10am.

• A box for your offering will be on the table with the bulletins.
• Please refrain from loud singing and/or replies.

• At the end of service, allow the ushers to dismiss the pews beginning
from the back.

• As you leave the sanctuary, please put your bulletin in the recycle bin
and and your Communion cup in the trash bin.

• Leave the church building immediately. Do not linger in the narthex.

• The sign up link for May 15/16 will be shared on Tuesday, May 22th
by 10am.

• Join us again next week!

We ask your patience, understanding and cooperation
as we navigate the resumption of our in-person services.

Kathy Jobin, friend of Claude & Susan Cole
Mallory Pike, friend of Liz Schwartz
****************

Barbara Ebeling,

Prayer Requests

Specialist Sean Splittstoesser,

grandson of Ruby & Dan Splittstoesser

LCpl Nathan Brozak
& 3rd Battalion India Company,

son of Beth Koplinski
Rita, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
Carmen, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
Sharon, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
John & Ginny Light, father & stepmother
of Cheryl Light-Shriner

Welcome!

Pastor Tom Hillertz

Sandy, friend of Jill & Dann Daly
Norma Ward, aunt of Susan Cole
Debbie Siegler & family,

friends of Peg & John Warriner

Janet Bedford,

mother-in-law of Chris Bedford

Troy David, son/brother-in-law of

Mary & Ted Sandwell & Vickie Hart

****************

Jeff Siegler, friend of John & Peg Warriner
John Gamby, uncle of Jill Quisenberry

daughter of Elaine & Rudy Ebeling

****************

John Gantz
Isabella Gonzalez
Danielle Deck
Gerald & Judi Smith
Garris Graham
Don Saupe
Brad & Sharon Hedrick Rick Riddle
Dorothy Graham
Tom Galyen
Margo Richardson
Carolyn Kelly
Dede Kern Brown
Shirley Shaw
Glendale Burge
Judy Wilson
Sarah Jackson
Carolyn Adams
Elle Cheely
Muryl Ohms
Jim Bruns
****************

Remember our shut-ins:
Elaine Ebeling

****************

St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a fellowship
of Christian believers called to:
grow in Christ, share the Gospel, serve God’s people.
Do worship again with St. Matthew Lutheran Church
where you are always welcome.

Worship with Us
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Videos of our services posted weekly to YouTube and shared via email, Facebook and our website for you to pray
with at home.
We are now having in-person worship on Saturday evening at 5pm and on Sunday morning at 9:30am. These
services are limited to 50 persons and reservations are required. Masks & social distancing are also required.
All in-person meetings and gatherings are limited at this time. Please contact the office for more information.

Questions and Answers about Stephen Ministry?
What is Stephen Ministry?

Stephen Ministry is a system through which members of St. Matthew Lutheran Church are trained
and organized to help provide Christian caregiving to members of our congregation and community.
This will multiply the amount of caring ministry St. Matthew can provide by giving us a whole team
of skilled caregivers who are equipped to bring Christ’s healing love to people who are grieving, in
crisis, or experiencing other stresses in life.
If you would like to speak with a Stephen Minister or for more information, please do not hesitate
to contact Pastor Paul at (217) 367-1189 or Sarah Jackson at (217) 402-3919.

Connections Deadline: Submit announcements in writing to the church office or by e-mail to
gayla.stm@stmatthewurbana.org no later than 9:00 a.m. Wednesday. Thank you!

ALTAR FLOWERS

The flowers on the altar this weekend are in celebration of Glendale Burge’s 93rd birthday
and are given by his wife, Cathy and all his family. Happy Birthday Glendale!!

As we resume in-person services we are also going to resume having beautiful flowers on
the altar.
Sign ups will be done by a SignUp Genius link
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EA5AA29A7FDC43-altar
We will be using a new local florist and the price is now $40. As always you will be welcome
to take the arrangement home after the Sunday service. We do ask that you return the vase
to the office after you’ve enjoyed the flowers so that it can be used again. If you are unable
to use electronic resources, please contact Gayla, who can assist you in signing up.
Help make our altar beautiful! Celebrate a birthday, anniversary, someone’s life or just because.

GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST

Pentecost Sunday is May 23rd. We are going to decorate the altar with red geraniums. For only $6 each, 8 inch
pots of red zonal geraniums will be delivered in time for our Pentecost services. You will be able to take the
plants home after the Sunday service to plant in your yard. Email (gayla.stm@stmatthewurbana.org) or call the
office (217-367-1189) to sign up. Thank you!

RELIT

ReLit will meet on May 21at 7pm via Zoom. We will be reading The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Sloot.
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer
who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her knowledge—became one
of the most important tools in medicine: The first “immortal” human cells grown in culture, which are still
alive today, though she has been dead for more than sixty years. HeLa cells were vital for developing the
polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important
advances like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions.
Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually unknown, buried in an unmarked grave. The story of the Lacks family—past and present—is inextricably connected to the dark history of experimentation on African Americans, the birth of bioethics, and the legal battles over whether we control the stuff we are made of. Intimate in feeling,
astonishing in scope, and impossible to put down, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks captures the beauty and drama of
scientific discovery, as well as its human consequences.
Please join us for this discussion.Call or email Nancy Schneider ( nancyschneider@hotmail.com) or 217-351-4143) to be
included in the discussion.

SEE YOU IN CHURCH!

Pre-service sign up is mandatory for each service. A SignUp Genius link will be activated on
Tuesday mornings by 10am the week before the services and close at 10am on that Friday
for the Saturday and Sunday services. Members must sign-up individually by Friday morning
of each week to attend the Saturday or Sunday service for the upcoming weekend. If you are
unable to use electronic resources, please contact Gayla, who can assist you in signing up.
The list of attendees will be used by our Greeters to check people in. We will share updates
via email and in future Connections as we adjust to this new service schedule.
We ask your patience, understanding and cooperation as we navigate the resumption of our in-person services.

MONDAY PRAYER GROUP– KICK OFF YOUR WEEK WITH PRAYER

Each week a group of St. Matthew members gathers the Augsburg Room for informal prayer – Monday
mornings beginning at 8:30am. All interested people are cordially invited to take part in this short service. In
addition, any prayer concerns may be brought to our attention prior to that time. Bring your petitions in person
Monday morning. Masks are worn and social distancing is kept.

Are You A FRIEND of St. Matthew Lutheran Church
and Sola Gratia Farm on Facebook?

Are you a member of Facebook? We are!! Become a friend at
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Urbana, Illinois and Sola Gratia Farm!
Events, cancellations, updates, volunteer opportunites and other news
are posted to these Facebook pages on a regular basis.

To all the Mothers, Grandmothers, Aunts, Sisters
and other women in our lives that care for us
and love us unconditionally.

Happy Mother’s Day!

Sola Gratia Farm

ALL THIS WEEK!

May 7th – May 16th • 9am – 5pm
Many varieties of:
• Natural farmgrown veggies,
herbs, heirlooms and perennials
• Locally sourced flowershanging baskets, potted and bedding

Just in time for spring garden planting
and Mother's Day!

We are looking for your Graduation News!
Because we missed you
last year...
We will salute the
Classes of 2020 & 2021
in the June issue
of our newsletter.
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Please email your info (name, degree, school, family info, and future plans)
to gayla.stm@stmatthewurbana.org no later than Friday, May 21st. Emailed photos
are welcome & encouraged! We will share your news in the June Insight newsletter.
Thank you & CONGRATS!
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church
Urbana, Illinois

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
is a fellowship of Christian believers called to
grow in Christ, share the Gospel, serve God’s people.

Check out our website! www.stmatthewurbana.org

Updates and cancelations, weekly YouTube videos and Connections are posted to the page.

