Connections
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Connecting Faith With Life!
CALENDAR
of EVENTS

SAT.,
NOVEMBER 27
FIRST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT
5:00pm Worship

SUN.,
NOVEMBER 28

8:30am
9:45am
9:45am
10:45am

FIRST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT
Worship
Coffee Fellowship
Adult Forum
Worship

MON., NOVEMBER 29

8:30am

Morning
Prayer
Group

TUES., NOVEMBER 30

6:00pm

Scouts
in the Fellowship Hall

6:00pm

Greening of
St. Matthew

WED., DECEMBER 1
SAT.,
DECEMBER 4
SECOND SUNDAY
OF ADVENT
5:00pm Holden
Evening
Prayer

SUN.,
DECEMBER 5

8:30am
9:45am
9:45am
10:45am

SECOND SUNDAY
OF ADVENT
Worship
Coffee Fellowship
Adult Forum
Worship

You might have already heard it. Its melody is sung and played every year at
about this time. Its lyrics speak a message of anticipation and expectation. It
has also been used as a strategy for eliciting good behavior from little children.
“Oh, you better watch out! You better not pout! You better not cry!
I’m telling you why: Santa Claus is coming town.”

We jovially sing this song in this season as we anticipate the coming of a mythical figure bringing reward for those who have been good “for goodness’ sake.”
It’s a Christmas song. And, in many ways, it’s an Advent song.

We, too, sing in Advent of anticipation and expectation. We sing of One who
is coming. We are reminded of how we are to live our lives – watching and
waiting, alert for signs of his coming. “Be on guard! Be alert at all times! Stand
up and raise your heads!”

While some would fear such a time and wonder what it all means, the followers
of Jesus clearly know – the One who is coming is bringing gifts. “Your redemption is drawing near.” (vs. 28) The words to the song are transformed
from a message of foreboding and anxiety to one of hopefulness and anticipation. For we know how the song and the story will end.

We can face the troubles and anxieties of this age, for we know that this is not
the final word. We can live faithfully and expectantly in the midst of great uncertainty and fear, for we know and trust that Christ is “coming to town.”

Knowing that makes all the
difference in the world.

Prayer
Stir up your power, O Lord,
and come. Grant us expectant
hearts, that we might be faithful as we await your coming.
Amen.

Connections Deadline:
Submit announcements in writing to the church office or by e-mail to
gayla.stm@stmatthewurbana.org
no later than 9am Wednesday. Thank you!

Theresa Perlman, niece & goddaughter of
Susan & Claude Cole

****************

Pat Williams, mother of Terrell Williams
****************

Specialist Sean Splittstoesser,

Prayer Requests

grandson of Ruby & Dan Splittstoesser

LCpl Nathan Brozak
& 3rd Battalion India Company,

son of Beth Koplinski
Rita, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
Carmen, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
Sharon, aunt of Cheryl Light-Shriner
John & Ginny Light, father & stepmother
of Cheryl Light-Shriner

Pastor Tom Hillertz

Welcome!

Jeff Siegler & family,

friends of Peg & John Warriner

Janet Bedford,

mother-in-law of Chris Bedford

Sandy, friend of Jill & Dann Daly
Troy David, son/brother-in-law of

Mary & Ted Sandwell & Vickie Hart

Russell Stewart,

brother-in-law of Lana Maske
Marian Wallig, mother of Matt Wallig

****************

St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a fellowship
of Christian believers called to:
grow in Christ, share the Gospel, serve God’s people.

Do worship again with St. Matthew Lutheran Church
where you are always welcome.

Worship with Us

Bryan Hart, husband of Vickie Hart
****************

John Gantz
Isabella Gonzalez
Danielle Deck
Gerald & Judi Smith
Garris Graham
Don Saupe
Brad & Sharon Hedrick Rick Riddle
Dorothy Graham Margo Richardson
Dede Kern Brown
Shirley Shaw
Judy Wilson
Lana Maske
Theo Larson
Joyce DeVore
Nancy Schneider
****************

Remember our shut-ins:
Elaine Ebeling
Joyce Hayn
Muryl Ohms
Awanda Jackson
Glendale Burge
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Saturday, 5:00 pm

A relaxed & informal worship held in the sanctuary.

Sunday, 8:30 am (livestreamed to our Facebook page and saved to our YouTube channel)

Spirited traditional worship that focuses on participation through the
liturgy, the great hymns of the Church, & corporate confession of our faith.

Sunday, 10:45 am

Praise & worship in an open & accessible style.

Questions and Answers about Stephen Ministry?
Why Stephen Ministry?

We have many needs for care in our congregation and community: people experiencing divorce, grief, a terminal
illness, loss of a job, relocation, an empty nest, retirement, hospitalization, loneliness, and many other stresses or
challenges. Often people with needs suffer silently or do not request or receive the level of care they really need.
With one pastor for a congregation of 150+ members, you can quickly see why it would be impossible for our pastor
to meet every single need of every single person. Stephen Ministry expands the care St. Matthew can offer by equipping and organizing members to provide Christian care. This gives us a larger pool of people with the gifts, skills,
and calling to bring Christ’s love and care to those who most need it.
If you would like to speak with a Stephen Minister or for more information, please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Paul at (217)
367-1189 or Sarah Jackson at (217) 402-3919.

ALTAR FLOWERS

The flowers on the altar this weekend are given by Carolyn Kelly in loving memory of her late
husband, Larry. May he rest in the company of the angels.

We have resumed having flowers on the altar. Help make our altar beautiful! Celebrate a birthday, anniversary, someone’s life or “just because.” A sign up sheet is located on the bulletin
board in the narthex. We will be using a new local florist and the price is now $40. As always
you will be welcome to take the arrangement home after the Sunday service. We do ask that
you return the vase to the office after you’ve enjoyed the flowers so that it can be used again.
The 2022 sign up sheet is now posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.
Commitment to Giving Card
St. Matthew Lutheran Church

After prayerful consideration and in grateful response to God's grace, I (we) pledge
_____________
per
week
or
____________
per
month
for 2022 towards general operating as an expression of faith and a commitment to
the ministry and mission of Christ and his church.
And I (we) pledge ______________per week or _______________per month
towards our mortgage.
o This represents an increase over last year.

Name _____________________________ Phone__________ Date__________
o I would like information about Simply Giving.

o I use Simply Giving and will submit an update.

o Please contact me about the specific giving options I would like to support.
I/We are grateful for _____________________________

Please turn in your pledge cards during worship on

STEWARDSHIP WEEKEND
December 11 & 12

If you are unable to attend worship,
please mail in your pledge card or drop it by church
during office hours. Thank you!

Project Room at the Inn

More Stars are Needed to Fill the Sky!

LSSI’s 2021 Christmas For Local Foster Children program (formerly Adopt-a-Child)

Funds received through this program will be given directly to our Champaign LSSI office.
Project Room at the Inn is based on the Bible passage where
Mary and Joseph were looking for a place to rest so that Mary could give birth to Jesus.
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:7)
The inn that they encountered had no room, but the owner allowed them to stay.
What we learned from this act of kindness is that God made a way
in what appeared to be an impossible situation. In the same way,
we trust that God will make a way and bless the lives of the children in our programs.
Of course, we want these children to have a wonderful Christmas,
so we've come up with a new fundraising idea to make this happen!
All you have to do is buy a star to decorate the sky above the manger. Each star is only $50.
As we collect your donations, you'll be able to watch the sky fill with stars on the poster in the narthex.
We have a goal of $3,000 to bring smiles to 60 local foster children children.
Please mail in your donation to my attention (make your check payable to St. Matthew Lutheran Church and
put Project Room at the Inn in the memo line) or you can donate via our website, www.stmatthewurbana.org.
If you have any questions, please drop me an email or give me a call.
Thank you for making this 2021 Christmas special. Gayla

Our 8:30 Sunday Service Is Now Livestreamed!

Our Sunday morning 8:30 service is now livestreamed and saved to our Facebook page. Our
December 12 through January 2nd 9:30 service will also be livestreamed. It will also be forwarded to our YouTube channel by Sunday afternoon for you to watch at your convenience.
Our YouTube channel is
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+matthew+lutheran+church+urbana+il+
or you can check YouTube and search for St. Matthew Lutheran Church Urbana IL. Current and past services can
be found there. Many thanks to the Digital Ministry Team for getting us LIVE!
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Wednesday, December 1st
beginning at 6pm
Everyone is Welcome!

POINSETTIAS

Parish Life is sponsoring a

Christmas Raffle
benefiting the
Saint Matthew
Youth’s
upcoming
activities

Decorations, wreaths, fabric projects – you name it!
What?...not a crafty person?
Well, how about a stocking, basket or bag
with items for that "hard to buy for person"?
A table will be set up in the narthex
beginning December 1 to start displaying items.
Raffle ticket sales will begin December 5th
before and after service.
Drawing will be December 12th.

Questions? Please call
Jennifer Byers-York 217-778-0667 or Kathy Rhoads 217-493-7937

It is time to order our poinsettias to decorate the altar for Christmas. For only $8.00 each,
beautiful 6” foil covered pots with big blooms will be delivered to church in time for our
Christmas
Eve
services.
A
sign
up
sheet
is
located
on
the
bulletin
board
in
the
narthex
or
you
can
sign
up
at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EA5AA29A7FDC43-christmas. Thank you!

ARE YOU A

Snow

BIRD? HAVE YOU MOVED?

Are you moving to a new address or enjoying a sunny, warm climate this winter? Please
let the office know! We need your new mailing address or if you will temporarily away
we need to know when you will be leaving AND when you return. We need update our
mailing labels with your new address. If you’re just away for the winter months, we can
hold your newsletter or we can send it to your “warm” address. The post office charges us and the
mailman collects cash from the office for our returned mail.

THE OFFICE WILL CLOSE AT NOON ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
AND REOPEN ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING !

