Connections
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Connecting Faith With Life!
CALENDAR
of EVENTS

THERE WILL BE
NO IN-PERSON
SERVICES
JANUARY 15/16
SAT., JANUARY 15

5:00pm

Live Stream Service Only

8:30am

Live Stream Service Only

SUN., JANUARY 16

MON.,
JANUARY 17

MARTIN LUTHER KING
DAY
OFFICE CLOSED
No Morning Prayer Group

TUES., JANUARY 18

6:00pm

Scouts
in the Fellowship Hall

9:00am
7:00pm

February Insight Deadline
ReLit Discussion

5:00pm

Worship

FRI., JANUARY 21

SAT., JANUARY 22

SUN., JANUARY 23

8:30am
9:45am
9:45am
10:45am

Worship
Coffee Fellowship
Adult Forum
Worship

Connections Deadline:

Submit announcements in writing
to the church office
or by e-mail to
gayla.stm@stmatthewurbana.org
no later than 9am Wednesday.
Thank you!

The students and the teacher in the class were frustrated. The teacher had tried
several different teaching methods to explain the important geometric formula
but without success. The students did not understand the concept.
So the teacher had an idea. She asked the class to gather around her desk.
“Watch closely,” she said as she took three wooden blocks, formed them into
a right-angled triangle, and measured each side. Then she took three other
blocks of different lengths and did the same exercise, measuring the lengths of
the sides of the second triangle. She moved over to the blackboard and wrote
the formula once again, this time with the measurements of the two triangles.
It was as if a light had been turned on in the darkness of incomprehension.
“Now I get it!” one of the students exclaimed. Experience led to comprehension. Seeing led to believing.
“I once was lost, but now I’m found; was blind, but now I see.” These familiar
words from the beloved hymn “Amazing Grace” capture the message of
Epiphany. Epiphany is a time to look for God’s presence. It is a time to lift up
the experiences of God that lead to and deepen faith. It is a time for light to
shine in the darkness of unbelief and incomprehension. It is a time of transformation.
The story of the miraculous changing of water into wine at the wedding in
Cana in Galilee is an “Epiphany story.” And like most experiences of God’s
presence in our lives, there is an element of mystery in the experience. We
don’t know how Jesus turned water into wine. We don’t know how a cross
can be a sign of life, how dying can lead to rising, how Jesus can be truly God
and truly human, how Christ can be truly present in a morsel of bread and a
sip from a cup, or how a motley group of sinners can be the body of Christ.
We can’t fully comprehend. But we see; and in seeing, we believe.
Prayer
O God of light, shine in the darkness of our world. Open our eyes to see your
presence in our lives. Amen.

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON
MONDAY, JANUARY 17TH
IN HONOR OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

Prayer Requests
Marian Wallig, mother of Matt Wallig
Bryan Hart, husband of Vickie Hart
****************

Andy Carava,

son-in-law of Gary & June Volkening

****************

Katrina Junis, friend of Tom Galyen
****************

Marty Lewis, godfather of Chad Barringer
Ed & Marlene Gielow,

Welcome!
cousins of Sandy Norris

****************

John Gantz
Isabella Gonzalez
Danielle Deck
Gerald & Judi Smith
Garris Graham
Don Saupe
Brad & Sharon Hedrick Rick Riddle
Dorothy Graham Margo Richardson
Dede Kern Brown
Shirley Shaw
Judy Wilson
Lana Maske
Theo Larson
Joyce DeVore
Diane Durbin
Rod Warfield

Remember our shut-ins:
Joyce Hayn
Muryl Ohms
Awanda Jackson
Glendale Burge

****************

St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a fellowship
of Christian believers called to:
grow in Christ, share the Gospel, serve God’s people.

Do worship again with St. Matthew Lutheran Church
where you are always welcome.

Worship with Us

Saturday, 5:00 pm
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A relaxed & informal worship held in the sanctuary.

.
EEKEND
W
S
I
H
T
ES
Sunday, 8:30 am (livestreamed
DEDFacebookM
toNour
page
VICsaved
to our YouTube channel)
SERand
SPE
U
S
A
S
0
E
:3
C
8
I
V
Y
A
R
E
E
D
G
S
N
Spirited traditional
ALL
K PA
D SU on participation
worship
that focuses
the
Y 5PM AN
FACEBOO through
A
R
D
U
R
O
.
U
L
T
O
E
A
T
S hymns of E
ED
ANN
URgreat
liturgy, O
the
theM
Church,
&U
corporate
TUBE CHconfession of our faith.
VESTR A
I
O
L
Y
E
R
B
U
L
O
L
O
WI
ED T
N SAVour
Sunday, 10:45
am
New Life Band!)
HE(with
AND T

Praise & worship in an open & accessible style.

Questions and Answers about Stephen Ministry?
Who Are Stephen Ministers?

Stephen Ministers are members of St. Matthew who have gone through 50 hours of training to provide highquality Christian care to individuals experiencing a crisis or challenge such as divorce, grief, loss of a job,
hospitalization, relocation, or loneliness. Stephen Ministers are each assigned a care receiver and meet with
that care receiver for about an hour a week. This caring relationship will last for as long as the care receiver
needs it. If you would like more information on how to become a Stephen Minister or to receive care from
one, please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Paul at (217) 367-1189 or Sarah Jackson at (217) 402-3919.
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ALTAR FLOWERS

The flowers on the altar this weekend are given by Jon and Tracy Gunderson in loving memory of
Jon’s mother, Doris Gunderson. May she rest in the company of the angels.

We have resumed having flowers on the altar. Help make our altar beautiful! Celebrate a birthday,
anniversary, someone’s life or “just because.” A sign up sheet is located on the bulletin board in
the narthex. We are using a new local florist and the price is now $40. As always you will be welcome to take the arrangement home after the Sunday second service. We do ask that you return
the vase to the office after you’ve enjoyed the flowers so that it can be used again.
The 2022 sign up sheet is now posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.

OUR 5pm SATURDAY & 8:30am SUNDAY SERVICE ARE BEING LIVESTREAMED!

Our Saturday evening 5pm and Sunday morning 8:30am service will be livestreamed to our Facebook
page. It will also be forwarded to our YouTube channel by Sunday afternoon for you to watch at your
convenience.
Our YouTube channel is: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+matthew+lutheran+church+urbana+il+
or you can just go to YouTube and search for St. Matthew Lutheran Church Urbana IL. Current and past services can be found
there. Many thanks to the Digital Ministry Team for getting us LIVE!

RELIT

In January, Religion and Literature, St. Matt’s reading group otherwise known as ReLit, will be reading
a 2005 Pulitzer Prize winner that adds a new angle to an author from long ago: Louisa May Alcott. Many
of you no doubt read Little Women or Little Men, Under the Lilacs or Jo’s Boys when you were much
younger, and you probably recall the gentle, quiet lives the fictional March girls lived way back in Massachusetts in the early 19th century. But you most likely weren’t aware the Father March was an abolitionist clergyman who led a life at some points brave and at others cowardly, admirable yet shameful, as
imagined by Geraldine Brooks in her historical novel March.
Brooks capably brings elements of history – in the telling of John Brown’s insurrection at Harpers Ferry –
and of the natural world – through descriptions of war wounds geography, and the life of slaves to this disturbing account
of life surrounding the years of the Civil War.
Join us at 7pm on January 21st in the Augsburg Room at St. Matthew for a discussion of March and for dessert. You’re very
welcome to come once or regularly. Contact Nancy Schneider at nancyschneider@hotmail.com to put your name on the
ReLit mailing list.

LADIES... LET’S PLAY BUNCO!

Play a fast paced game, win great prizes, and have a lot of fun. Please bring your drink of choice.
The next BUNCO Night will be Thursday, January 27th starting at 6:00pm in the Augsburg Room.
No need to sign up. . . everyone is welcome. We have a great time! Join the fun & bring a friend!!

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES

As you have noticed, the 2022 offering envelopes have been out in the narthex. Please help yourself to your envelopes if you plan to use them. However if you do not plan on using them please
take them out and place them on the right hand side of the table to the right of the door to the
Augsburg Room. There is a sign posted marking this spot.
We will always have pew envelopes for you to use for your gifts or our electronic options through
Vanco Gifts Plus: ACH from your bank account and credit cards.You can access Vanco Gifts Plus through the church
website.We plan to follow up with those members who do not pick up their envelopes to see what their plans are for the
future.
If you do not see envelopes with your name and want some please contact me and I will get you some.
I have had several people over the past year tell me they no longer want their envelopes. We appreciate that and will use
that to help reduce the number of envelopes we order for 2023.
Thank you for continuing to support St. Matthew, Stewart Graham, Financial Secretary

JUST A REMINDER…

If you have made changes to your pledge to St. Matthew for 2022 and generously give through
our Simply Giving program please be sure to update your Simply Giving/GivePlus by completing
a new form that was included in your acknowledgment letter & returning it to church. Forms are also available in the
church office or call/email and one can be sent to you.
Stewart Graham, Financial Secretary

HELP! STM LOGO NEEDED FOR SENIOR QUILTS

St. Matthew t-shirts are needed for the 2022 high school senior quilts. While the new, denim
blue shirts are really neat – soft fabric, big logo that shows up beautifully – they won't work for
the quilts because the logo is WAY TOO BIG for the pattern of the quilts. So, if you have an
older solid red or tie-dyed red t-shirt that you don't mind giving up for the cause, please bring it
to the STM office and let Nancy Schneider (217-351-4143) know you've left it for the quilt project. In case we get too many, (four are needed) please leave your name attached so it can be returned to you. Thanks ! Connie Minnes & Nancy Schneider

STM GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE COLUMBARIUM

Take a brisk walk around the STM Garden of Remembrance and enjoy the winter grasses.
Plants are dormant for the winter. Consider it a place of celebration of life and important
people in our lives, because it is. Memorial pavers may be ordered to honor or remember a
family member or friend, pavers are available for $150 or $200. The form is on the table by
the coffee bar. Niches are available for $1200 which includes two urns and engraving. The
form is available in the office.

ARE YOU A

Snow

BIRD? HAVE YOU MOVED?

Are you moving to a new address or enjoying a sunny, warm climate this winter? Please
let the office know! We need your new mailing address or if you will temporarily away
we need to know when you will be leaving AND when you return. We need update our
mailing labels with your new address. If you’re just away for the winter months, we can
hold your newsletter or we can send it to your “warm” address. The post office charges us and the
mailman collects cash from the office for our returned mail.
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